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Background to this resource
In 2018 part of Rochdale Town Centre was designated a Heritage Action Zone by Historic England (HE) - a place rich in history, heritage and future promise.  In partnership with the council and various partners, they committed to providing financial support and advice to help breathe new life into its old buildings and spaces.  

In 2019, as part of this initiative, students from Manchester School of Architecture (MSA) carried out a project called “Rochdale Reimagined” in which they created architectural designs and models reimagining the use of old buildings and unused spaces in the city centre. The five sites that they looked at were: 
· The Railway Station 

· The Old Retail Park 

· Drake Street and Champness Hall 

· Riverside and Fashion Corner 

· The Wheatsheaf and Bell Street

Following on from this project, MSA worked with Historic England’s Heritage Schools programme in partnership with Rochdale Borough Council and Rochdale Development Agency to develop a project with children from primary schools in Rochdale. As part of this project, young people were invited to investigate what the area around these sites was like in the past and to consider what that area is like today.  The project culminated in a series of activities in which the young people become “honorary architects”, reimagining and redesigning the same spaces that the MSA students had previously looked at.  This resource pack has been created as a legacy from the project.  

Purpose of the project
The purpose of the project was to encourage young people from the local area to:

· find out about the importance of Rochdale Town Centre, and why it has been designated a HAZ 
· consider the importance of certain buildings to Rochdale’s past, present and future
· gain an appreciation for, and pride in, the city in which they live
  
About the resource pack 
This resource pack is designed to support Key Stage 2 teachers to replicate the project in their own classrooms.  We suggest that the project be carried out over one or two school days, however, teachers could choose to split the activities up in order to carry out the activities over a longer period of time.  We have also included some additional or extension activities.  The pack includes:

· PowerPoint to be used in class 

· This scheme of work including overview of activities, reference to information Workbooks, additional resources required  and extension activity suggestions
· Information Workbooks covering each of the five sites in Rochdale that were used in the project
Learning Aims and Outcomes

· To develop historical enquiry skills by using historical evidence to find out about the area in the past.
· To develop geographical skills and a sense of place by using maps and plans to locate sites of historical importance in the area and to find out more about them.
· To gain and understanding and appreciation of the historical importance of key historical sites in the local area.
· To use imagination, artistic and literacy skills to describe and explain how sites of historical importance in the local area can be respectfully reused and improved for the future.

Scheme of Work
	Key learning
	Activities
	Resources provided and additional resources required
	Curriculum Links

	How do you feel about where you live?
	· Students are invited to consider what they like and dislike about the area in which they live.

· What is good about where I live?

· What is not so good?

· How would you make it better?

Try to encourage students to think about specific buildings or sites. You could do this as a written activity or simply have a class discussion and note down ideas on the white board.
	Additional resources: Paper and pens (optional)
	SMSC

Literacy

	Finding out more about the area in which you live.

Part 1
	· Use the introductory powerpoint provided to introduce students to the project. The PPT includes information about:

· The history of architecture

· What architects do and why

· The architecture of Rochdale 

· Heritage Action Zones

· The project and their role as “honorary architects” for this project

Discuss with the students what they know / think about the five sites.
	Introductory PowerPoint 
	SMSC

History

	Finding out more about the area in which you live. Part 2.
	· Divide the students into groups with even numbers of children in each group if possible – each group is given a site on which their team of architects must focus.  Distribute appropriate project Workbooks one between two.

· As a class read the first sections of the project Workbook, up to and including the section called “Heritage Action Zones” (Note. These sections are the same in every Workbook) – discuss unfamiliar and key words.

· In architects teams, or pairs within their teams, students explore their Workbooks to find out more about their sites. Students could make a mind map of important information or select a number of interesting facts to share with the class. Class feedback to share learning.
	Site Workbooks 
Additional resources 

· Paper

· Pens / Pencils
	History

Geography

Literacy

	How could you improve the area in which you live?

Part 1
	· As a class watch this inspiring film about Architecture (Note. some of the words will be new to students, so you may wish to stop and discuss the different ideas) 

· In pairs students develop their ideas for reimaging and redesigning the site they are working on.  You could ask students to mind map their ideas, sketch them on paper, trace the existing building (or a plan of it) and add things to it, or cut out images from magazines. They could do a mixture of all of these, or could even create a “mood board”. 

· In pairs, students answer the questions in their project Workbooks to help them to start thinking more deeply about their ideas for redesign. 

· If there is a building already on the site, ask students to think about whether they can / should work with it or knock it down (listed buildings can’t be destroyed!)

· If the site is a “blank canvas” what is needed in the area?  

· You might like to ask students to take into account things like being environmentally friendly in their designs, or ask them to cater for a particular group in society.


	Architecture Film - 

Additional resources required:

· Large pieces of paper

· Tracing Paper

· Pens, pencils, coloured pencils

· Magazines

· Glue 
	Art

Literacy

SMSC

	How could you improve the area in which you live?

Part 2
	· In pairs students “junk model” their designs.  

· You could also ask them to label them or write a description of their design once it is completed.

· Take photos of the finished designs

· Ask students to describe their designs to the rest of the class.  You could even ask the class to vote on their preferred design for each site.

· Why not have a class exhibition and invite other students into see your work!
	Additional resources required:

· “Junk” such as cardboard tubes and boxes, plastic boxes, pipe cleaners, etc

· Plastic figures of people (these can really bring the design to life. Either use figures, such as Lego, that you already have or buy additional ones online ) 

· Paper or card

· Clay, plasticine 

· Pens, pencils, coloured pencils

· Magazines

· Glue 

· Sellotape
	Art and design

Literacy




Extension activity suggestions
· Find the sites on a modern map and then on old maps and / or aerial photos – how has the buildings / area changed over time?  

Curriculum Links: History, Geography

Useful websites:

· Purchase a bespoke map pack of your area from the Historic England Archive. Each pack contains maps and air photos of your area dating from the 1850s to the present day.  The postcode you choose will be at the centre of each map.

· You can also view old maps of your area, side by side a modern map, for free on the National Library of Scotland website.

· A searchable database of air photos is available on Historic England’s Britain From Above website.

· Local history libraries usually have a good selection of old maps.

· If the buildings or sites are listed why not take part in Historic England’s initiative to Enrich the List by uploading images of your designs and models on to the National Heritage List for England.  Find out more about how to do this with your class on the Historic England Education Pages. 

Curriculum Links: History, SMSC

· Ask your students to write speeches or prepare a presentation about their site for others in the class. They could tell others about the history of the site, its current state and their ideas for redesign.  You could invite a local councillor in to hear the students’ ideas or ask the students to write letters.
Curriculum Links: History, SMSC, Literacy
Carrying out these activities in other parts of the country.

The information Workbooks in this pack were created by MSA and are specific to five sites in Rochdale. If you work in a school in another part of the country you may like to create your own, simplified version, of the Workbooks for sites near you.  The following tips and website links may help you:

· You may decide to use listed buildings or sites.  These can be found on the National Heritage List for England.  You can search the list by area or keyword.  

· If you prefer, you could take a walk around your school area and choose sites of interest, or those that could do with a revamp. Why not involve your students in choosing the sites?

· Use Google maps and Google satellite to identify the shape of the sites and to create “birds eye view” photos.  You can also create 3D style photos using the tilt function.

· Many areas have local history societies and local history libraries which may have lots of interesting information about your site’s past as well as old photos.  The internet is also a great source of information!

· You might find old photos of your site in Historic England’s educational Image Bank. You can search by key word or area.

· Sometimes people have added photos and information about listed buildings on the NHLE. Scroll to the bottom of the list entry to find out. 

· To give your students some inspiration, why not include images of what similar types of buildings look like in other areas of the country, or how sites have been revamped.  If one of your sites is a station for example, you could use St Pancras Station in London as an example of how stations can be multi-functional and impressive sites!
This Scheme of Work relates to Teaching  Activity: https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/education/teaching-activities/rochdale-reimagined 
Website: HistoricEngland.org.uk/Education     Email:education@HistoricEngland.org.uk


