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This portrait of Sir Thomas Fanshawe of Jenkins and his wife,
Margaret, was painted by Peter Lely in 1659.

What clues are there in the painting that tell you something about
the Fanshawe family?
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This portrait of Sir Thomas Fanshawe of Jenkins and his wife, Margaret, was painted by Peter Lely in 1659.

The Fanshawe family have a long lasting connection to the borough of Barking and Dagenham. Their family
owned many manors and land in the area - including Valence House and its estate.

Here are a few ideas of things that your class may wish to discuss when looking at the portrait:

• Children may notice the clothing that is being worn by the two subjects. They might discuss what this
clothing says about the time period or their social standing.

• They might comment on the elegant backdrop, including the use of fabric and pillars to create a certain
look for the painting.

• They might have opinions on the two subjects based on their facial expressions and general demeanour
in the portrait.

• They might comment on the inclusion of a dog and what this may say about the subjects. Dogs were
often included as a symbol of fidelity and status.

• They may comment on the general mood and colours used within the portrait, both of which
may imply information about the two subjects and their family status.
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Historic England and Teacher’s Pet have come together to
bring you a collection of free resources that you can use in

your local history teaching.

Who are Teacher's Pet?

Teacher’s Pet have been providing downloadable and playable educational
content to early years and primary school teachers for over 14 years. We cover
all areas of the curriculum and use a team of in-house teachers and designers to
create engaging and memorable concepts, that the children will love.

Why local history?

At Teacher’s Pet we want to empower primary school teachers by giving them
the tools they need to deliver inspiring and thoughtful lessons about the local
area and its history. We believe local history teaching has such an important
part to play in a child’s wellbeing – helping to give children a sense of pride in
where they live.

Our Local History project is designed to provide teachers across the UK with
everything they need to successfully carry out a full scheme of teaching about
their local area, through key enquiry questions and source led activities.

Working with Historic England gives us access to archived maps and photos
for resources and information from knowledgeable local historians, as well
helping us to provide the content to you free of charge.

For more information about our Local History project or to find out more about
Teacher’s Pet Classroom Resources, please visit our website.

www.tpet.co.uk




